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This past year – the Chicago Program’s 10th
anniversary – was the perfect time to
commemorate the Program’s success and
renew its relationship with alumni by
launching a local Fellows for Life Initiative.
Battling the many health disparities affecting
marginalized communities is demanding and
often discouraging – the long hours,
inadequate resources, and other stressors can
make such a commitment hard to sustain.
We feel confident that Fellows for Life have
a need 
to associate with – and be reinvigorated by –
like-minded idealists. Furthermore, a Fellows
for Life program could ultimately be a
resource for alumni – and possibly their
respective agencies – to collaborate on
projects to help underserved communities.

Thanks to a generous grant from the Baxter
International Foundation, a local Chicago-
Area Fellows for Life initiative was launched
this year. Of those alumni who responded 
to a survey conducted in the spring; they
resoundingly affirmed that they are still
leading lives of service (98%), and that their
Schweitzer Fellowship experience continues
to be a strong influence upon their personal
lives and careers (95%). The survey also
confirmed that an overwhelming majority
(88%) of Schweitzer Alumni are interested
in being involved with the Program and in
reconnecting with each other. 

Other alumni activities this year included our first reunion, a festive, memorable
event at the Mexican Fine Arts Center Museum on June 19th. On October 29th,
Fellows for Life assisted Fourth Presbyterian Church with its annual outdoor
“Children’s Fall Festival” for the Cabrini Green community. Alumni helped organize
games and activities for children and provided health screenings for adults. This
winter, Chicago will schedule focus groups with alumni. We’re excited and gratified
that The Baxter International Foundation has chosen to renew and increase its
support for the Fellows for Life Program next year; we look forward to continuing to
develop ways to encourage and support the altruistic instincts of Fellows for Life.

To learn more about the Chicago-Area Program, please visit:

BOSTON Program Celebrates
Fifteen Years of Service
This year marks the
15th anniversary of 
a major Schweitzer
milestone – the
launching of the U.S.
Schweitzer Fellows
Programs in Boston.
Since the first 12
Schweitzer Fellows,
the Boston program
has supported nearly
350 graduate students from 18 participating schools. These
ambitious and idealistic young people have provided over 70,000
hours of direct community service through more than 140 agencies
serving vulnerable individuals and communities in Greater Boston
and Worcester. 

Fellows have created mentoring and health education programs 
for youth; implemented curricula for asthma, diabetes, HIV/AIDS,
and nutrition programs in multiple languages; and conducted over
50 public symposia or other outreach events that promote greater
assistance to our community’s most underserved populations.

A recent highlight has been the expansion of activities in Central
Massachusetts. Prior to 2006, of the 30 Boston Fellows selected each
year 5 or fewer came from Worcester-area schools. This grew to 
10 in 2006-07, with 12 planned for 2007-08, increasing the service
hours in Central Massachusetts by more than 50%. 

To learn more about the Boston and Central Massachusetts 
Program and our Fellows, please visit:
http://www.schweitzerfellowship.org/features/us/bos/

The Pittsburgh Schweitzer Fellows Program was
born on Ian Rawson’s front porch in 1995. Ian, Jim
Weiss, Judi Nagy and Dick Pantalone met with ASF
President Lachlan Forrow and were encouraged to
start a Pittsburgh program.

Soon after, the fledgling program met with the
Southwest Pennsylvania Area Health Education
Center (AHEC) and formed a powerful partnership
that still thrives today. AHEC’s mission is to help
underserved communities meet their primary health care needs. The
Schweitzer Fellows Program was seen as a unique opportunity to address
community needs and nurture the professional and personal
development of students with an interest in working with disadvantaged
populations. AHEC provides a home for the Pittsburgh Schweitzer
Fellows Program, as well as program leadership and financial support.

This is the 10th Fellowship year for the Pittsburgh Schweitzer Fellows
Program. To date, 129 students have served as Pittsburgh Schweitzer

Fellows. Fellows have represented disciplines of medicine,
dental medicine, pharmacy, nursing, social work, public
health, biomedical engineering, law, physician assistant,
occupational therapy, and physical therapy from the
University of Pittsburgh, Chatham College, Duquesne
University, Slippery Rock/Clarion University, Lake Erie
College of Osteopathic Medicine, and three family medicine
residency programs.

Pittsburgh Fellows have provided over 25,000 hours of
direct service to disadvantaged populations at 67 community sites in
southwestern Pennsylvania. As we look to completing our 10th year, the
Pittsburgh Schweitzer Fellows Program is refining its Advisory Board,
planning a 10th Anniversary celebration event and developing a plan to
secure its future.

To learn more about the Pittsburgh Program, please visit:
http://www.schweitzerfellowship.org/features/us/pitt/

Chicago Launches Local
Fellows for Life Initiative
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Fellows for Life at the “Children’s Fall
Festival” (top) Lola Coke (2002-03), Carol
Blendowski (2003-04) and Emily Hendel
(2004-05) (middle) Stephanie Schmitz
(2005-06) led children in a ball-tossing
game. Her striped socks won lots of
compliments. (bottom) Dana Smith 
(2003-04), seated at left and Lola Coke
(2002-03), seated at right, gave blood
pressure screenings and health information.

BALTIMORE Fellows
Empower Underserved Clients
The Baltimore program, which had been headquartered at the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health since its inception in
1999, has found a new home in the President’s Office at the
University of Maryland, Baltimore. Previously, Lee Bone, Associate
Professor at JHU, ran the program virtually single-handedly. The
transition has gone very well, but as one board member noted, it 
is taking four persons at UMB to replace Lee! One thing that has not
changed is the Baltimore Fellows’ commitment to serving
underserved communities.

Erin McDonald, a Schweitzer Fellow from
the Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health, is using photography to help
homeless middle school children find hope
and personal empowerment in their
surroundings. She raised funds to buy the
children inexpensive cameras, and now
works with them not only in taking pictures
but also in helping them put into their own
words what their pictures mean to them.

Empowering Baltimore’s homeless is a
theme that runs through several Fellows’
projects. Perhaps the most ambitious is 

an effort by three University of Maryland Fellows to link West
Baltimore’s homeless to health, social and legal services by setting up
and staffing Project Jump Start, a ‘one-stop shop’ where clients receive
food, clothing, individual counseling and case management. Other
Fellows are tutoring children, teaching nutrition as a way to fight 
our epidemic of obesity and juvenile diabetes, working with a jobs
program for felons who have been recently released from prison, and
providing sex education to adolescents in a psychiatric facility. 

To learn more about the Baltimore Program and our Fellows, please
visit: http://www.schweitzerfellowship.org/features/us/bal/

“ I took a photo of the word
LIFE because it is a word of
wisdom, is a powerful word
and you only get one life.”

NORTH CAROLINA:

A Look Back
By Patricia White, M.D., North Carolina Program Chair 

Serving as a Lambaréné Fellow in 1984 inspired me
more than any other experience at Harvard Medical
School. In Schweitzer’s hospital, I did not find the
expected Schweitzer-like role models I was seeking.
Instead, I found a place where my 25-year collection 
of classroom lessons and personal Christian values
crystallized into an opportunity to make a difference for
the first time in my life. Furthermore, Gabon surprised
me as it did not look like my notions of a third world
country; instead, it eerily resembled the coastal back
roads of my homes in North and South Carolina.

After returning from Lambaréné and joining the 
ASF National Board, we marveled at both the power
of the Lambaréné experience and the shocking health
disparities in Boston and NC. Couldn’t we offer
similar opportunities in Boston and beyond? After
launching the Boston Urban Fellows Program in 
1991, the ASF Board allowed me to develop the NC
Schweitzer Fellows Program, the first program to be 
a state-wide endeavor. 

With the wise counsel of Eric van Loon, Mark Wolf,
Lachlan Forrow and Jim Jones, I contacted the deans
of the state’s four medical schools, the State Public
Health Director, and the Chairman of the NC Health
Planning Commission who all agreed to a meeting in
Raleigh in 1993. Everyone in attendance felt students
in health professional schools should be encouraged 
as leaders in service and all pledged their support in
various ways. Suggestions for grants, access to students
and deans, and use of space within universities helped
lay the foundation for our first year in 1994-95. With a
generous grant from the Kate B. Reynolds Foundation,
we sponsored nine Fellows, a retreat and a symposium.
My memories of this first class are vivid as the Fellows
marveled how they as “mere students” could actually
make a difference in the lives of others. Remembering
them, I am transported back to 1984 in Lambaréné
and I still marvel how the spirit of Schweitzer
continues to ignite students’ idealism – not only in
Lambaréné but in NC and around the world.

To read about the North Carolina Program’s 
current activities, visit
http://www.schweitzerfellowship.org/features/us/nc/ 


